
23Chapter 1  •  An Introduction to Crime and the Criminal Justice System

A system that operates contrary to the principles of due 
process is the antithesis of the U.S. Constitution and what 
our criminal justice system stands for. Unfortunately, as is  
discussed throughout this text, there is a myriad of exam-
ples in which the criminal justice system has failed to 
uphold its due process purpose. Arrest, incarceration, and 
the death penalty are not equitably distributed. Docu-
mented cases indicate that competent legal representa-
tion and judicial behavior are not evenhandedly dispersed 
throughout the system.

Restorative Justice
The restorative justice perspective finds that the  

appropriate role of the criminal justice system is to restore 
justice through repairing the harm caused by criminal 
behavior. This perspective holds that the criminal jus-
tice system should not operate through punishment, but 
rather though cooperation among victims, offenders, and 
members of the community. Together, some or all of these 
actors share with one another how the crime affected them 
and reach consensus on a satisfactory method of resolu-
tion (Figure 1.5). Whereas other perspectives tend to focus 
on punishing the offender and satisfying legal principles, 
this approach focuses on the victims of crime. Victims are 
able to share in detail with offenders (if appropriate) how 
their crimes harmed them. The community is involved 
because local citizens (versus the state) are considered vic-
tims as well. Offenders are expected to take responsibility 
for their actions and to “pay” for them through agreed-upon means. This may include paying 
restitution, repairing damaged property, and/or serving the community. Though not widely 
implemented in the United States, research finds that restorative justice results in the highest 
rate of victim satisfaction and offender accountability.

Chris Farias’s most recent DUI was dealt with through a restorative justice approach. He 
was allowed to undergo special treatment, provided with counseling (at personal financial 
cost), and closely monitored in a work-release program. This perspective rests on the assump-
tion that addressing his addiction and behavior is a better approach than merely punishing 
his drinking and driving.

Nonintervention
In contrast to the other perspectives, which identify what the criminal justice system 

should do, the nonintervention perspective argues for noninterference. It contends that the 
appropriate role of the criminal justice system is to be as minimally intrusive as possible. Any 
intrusion by the criminal justice system is harmful because it stigmatizes an individual as 
an “offender.” Some people believe that the stigma from criminal justice system interaction 
results in a self-fulfilling prophecy whereby offenders view themselves as failures or delin-
quent and, as a result, find navigating the noncriminal world more and more difficult. Newly 
minted offenders, for example, are less able to find work given their record and often are 
unable to establish and maintain healthy relationships. Taken together, these increased diffi-
culties enhance the chances of recidivism. This perspective advocates for the decriminaliza-
tion and legalization of non-serious victimless crimes such as public drunkenness, vagrancy, 
and possession and use of marijuana. Noninterventionists argue for the release of all nonvio-
lent offenders from the correctional system as well as the release from oversight of others (e.g., 
parole, probation).
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Figure 1.5  n  Restorative Justice Approaches

Restorative justice approaches actively engage the victim in the  
process. Other approaches are not as victim-centric. Should dealing 
with the offender involve the victim? Why or why not?
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perspective: This 

perspective indicates that 
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criminal justice system 
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repairing the harm caused 

by criminal behavior.

nonintervention 
perspective: A view that 
the appropriate role of the 

criminal justice system 
is to be as minimal and 

nonintrusive as possible. 




